Date [________]

Dear (Senator or Representative ___________): 

I am writing today as a constituent to ask you to co-sponsor a “Dear Colleague Letter” requesting continued funding for a National Health Program on Tourette Syndrome. 
As you may know, Tourette Syndrome (TS) is a genetic, neurological disorder, characterized by involuntary movements and sounds that are known as “tics.”  It is often accompanied by Attention Deficit Disorder or Obsessive-Compulsive Disorder.  TS is a complex disorder greatly misunderstood by the public and frequently incorrectly diagnosed, resulting in many people, especially children, needlessly suffering embarrassment, punishment and obstacles in their academic, professional and social endeavors because of unintentional noises or movements. 

The Tourette Syndrome Association (TSA) is the only nonprofit organization representing all individuals with TS and over the past few years, TSA has discovered a lack of knowledge about TS among the medical and allied professionals, and educators throughout the country. As a result, Congress thankfully gave TS, Title 23 of the Children’s Health Act of 2000 (P.L. 106-310). It authorized the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), in partnership with the TSA, to develop and implement outreach programs to educate the public, health care providers, educators, and community based organizations about TS.  The research component will increase the scientific knowledge base on prevalence, risk factors and co-morbidities of TS.  In order for this program to continue to educate and support research that will someday lead to a cure, Congress must appropriate the necessary funds each year.

Even within governmental agencies that provide basic services, there is nearly a nonexistent awareness on this neurological disorder. While I certainly understand the difficulties facing Congress in prioritizing its budget and legislative agenda; I would like to emphasize the need to continue the Tourette Syndrome Public Health Education and Research Program within the CDC. By allocating the requested funds, you will bring progress towards bridging the gap in the underserved TS Community locally and benefit the entire state from the enhanced research programs.
The TSA is requesting $2 million dollars to be allocated to the National Center on Birth Defects and Developmental Disabilities (NCBDDD) at the CDC. I specifically ask for your support in working with the TSA to raise awareness about this chronic life tormenting disorder. 

We proudly stand with you to make a difference in our community. Thank you for taking the time to read my letter.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me directly, but I respectfully ask that your office contact, TSA’s Director of Public Policy, Elridge Proctor at 202-408-7009 or mail to elridge.proctor@tsa-usa.org.

Sincerely,

[Name and Address and telephone number]

