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LEAVE A LEGACY
Whether it’s planning for retirement,
year end tax reduction or securing
maximum estate advantages for your
heirs, the TSA Legacy Society should
figure into your formula. Through our
planned giving program, which now
includes the TSA Annuity, we can
structure a plan for you that will maxi-
mize your financial desires while pro-
viding for the future of TSA.

Contact Mark Levine in the TSA
Development Office for further infor-
mation, 718-224-2999, ext. 230.

TSA EDUCATION & ADVOCACY RESOURCES NOW ONLINE!

As many of you already know and have
probably used, in May the national Tour-
ette Syndrome Association unveiled a new
legislative advocacy tool on its website to
help TSA members reach out to their
elected officials.

The new Legislative Action Center is
very simple and easy to use. By simply
entering their zip code, TSA members,
advocates and friends will be able to con-
tact elected officials, allowing them to
educate themselves on the issues related
to TS; identify their elected representatives
at the state and federal levels; communi-
cate their views to lawmakers via targeted
e-mail, phone and fax; and become more
informed and engaged in the 2004 election
process.

The new program is equipped with
comprehensive full-service election com-
ponents, including: detailed candidate
bios, state-by-state voter registration
forms, absentee ballot explanations, infor-

mation about what to bring to polling
facilities, and help in locating specific poll-
ing sites.

Over the past several months, several
TSA members have used the new Legisla-
tive Action Center to send e-mails to their
elected officials asking them to support
several pieces of legislation that affect TS
appropriations. The Tourette Syndrome
Awareness Month resolutions in both
House and Senate and mental health parity
are just two such examples.

The Legislation Action Center will
allow TSA members to better understand
the issues, their elected officials and track
legislation that is important to those af-
fected with TS and their families. New
updates will be posted regularly, so TSA
members are encouraged to check back
often for new developments. You may go
to http://tsa-usa.org to start advocating on
the issues that are important to you and
your family.

The TSA Education Advocacy Web Page is
now online! Authored by Kathy Giordano,
BA, TSA Advocacy Specialist, this essential
resource is available for families who are
dealing with or are anticipating dealing
with or explaining TS to teachers and
school officials. The information on this
page is designed to help you sharpen your
advocacy skills.

The page explains what education
advocacy is and suggests “best practices”
when advocating to educate school per-

sonnel and striving to develop optimal
programming for our children with TS.

Go to http://tsa-usa.org and click on
the Educational Advocacy link on the left-
hand side of the page. There you will find
nine articles available for download at no
charge, written by Kathy Giordano. Look
for What Is Advocacy and When Is It Nec-
essary? Functional Behavior Assessments
(FBA) and others. Look for the link to the
Q&A section featuring archived responses
to inquiries sent to TSA.

Kenneth Doppelt graduated from Roslyn High
School on June 26, 2004 and received the Harriet
Feldman Achievement Award. Each year, the
award is given to one senior who has consistently
exhibited dedication and achieved success. This
was a cash award of five hundred dollars, as well
as a plaque, college journal and thesaurus.

At an awards ceremony, Kenneth was also
granted the Art and Technology Department Award
for his excellence in wood technology. Kenny will
be attending Edinboro University in Pennsylvania
this Fall, where he will major in fine arts/crafts and
woodworking.

Victory

SEEKING
LEADERSHIP
NOMINEES

TSA is building a roster of individuals who
are interested in working with us at the
national level.

If you are interested in submitting a
name for this roster, please contact the
President at the national TSA office and
ask for a form on which to submit your
recommendations: phone: 718-224-2999;
fax: 718-279-9596; e-mail: ts@tsa-usa.org.

Ideally, individuals who will be con-
sidered for nomination to the TSA Board
of Directors should have prior experience
working directly with national TSA, e.g.,
by serving on a national TSA committee or
working with a TSA project such as the
National Conference. If you know of indi-
viduals who do not yet have such experi-
ence, you are invited to recommend them
for participation on a national committee
or in other national TSA activities.

The TSA Educational Advocacy
manual, also written by Kathy Giordano is
now in production, as well. Look on the
Education Advocacy or Publication’s pages
for ordering information. ($6.00+$4.50 s/h.)
TSA developed these pages by listening to
the needs of our members. Doing so has
helped TSA become a leader in educa-
tional strategies and advocacy resources
online. Be sure to visit the companion
web page on Education Strategies written
by TSA Education Specialist, Susan Conners.

LEGISLATIVE TOOL UNVEILED
by Jeremy Scott, Director of Public Policy


